
Tuesday 23rd September – 8:45am –9:45am



•At Gargrave C of E Primary School we follow Little Wandle 
Letters and Sounds Revised as our validated programme for 
teaching phonics and early reading. 

•Children are taught to read by breaking down words into 
separate sounds or ‘phonemes’. They are then taught how to 
blend these sounds together to read the whole word. 

•Children have a phonics lessons in school every day. Children 
are taught 4 new sounds a week and consolidate their learning 
on the fifth day. All children are taught sounding and blending 
to read words. Children are encouraged to use these 
strategies to read and write in all other lessons.



• Autumn 1-Phase 1- introduction of nursery rhymes. 
Rhyme time- all the old classics

• Autumn 2- we practise blending and recognising initial 
sounds. Start with learning s, a, t, p, i, n, m

• Spring 1- d, g, o, c, k, e
• Spring 2- u, r, h, b, f, l
• Summer 1- j, v, w, y, z, q, ch
• Summer 2- ck, x, sh, th, ng, nk
• We don't learn the grapheme (what it looks like) we 

learn about what sound it makes in preparation for 
reception.



Autumn Term: Phase 2 

Spring Term: Phase 3 

Summer Term: Phase 4



• Phase 2 – introduction of /s/ /a/ /t/ /p/ phonemes 
and graphemes initially  

• Introduction to blending, eg. t – a – p 
• Vocabulary – digraph; trigraph
• Tricky words
• Orange sounds book
• Reading book without words
• Reading book with words phase 2 and phase 3





Year 1
Autumn Term 1: Phase 3 and Phase 4 recap
Autumn Term 2: Phase 5
Spring Term: Phase 5
Summer Term: Phase 5

Year 2
Recap – spelling rules



Reading Approach

Read 1 : decode
Children use their phonic knowledge to decode words on the pages. Focus is solely on this rather than 
comprehension and understanding. Try not to interrupt or question the children during this stage. 

Encourage them to use their phonics knowledge to sound out unfamiliar words.

Read 2: fluency/prosody
This is another opportunity for the children to apply their phonic knowledge, but hopefully slightly 
quicker. Children should hopefully recognise some of the words second time round and less sounding out 
and blending is taking place. Please record how children get on with this in planners. Again, there i+s a 
strong focus on phonics and fluency here, so do not question the children on their understanding during 
this session

Read 3: comprehension
During this read the children read the book again, hopefully by now they are quite familiar with the 
words. This is the time to check children’s understanding of what is going on in the book. Try to ask 
questions that link with the story/book (some books have example questions at the front/back). Discuss 
vocabulary and clarify meaning and understanding. 



•Every Year 1 child in the country will be 
taking the phonics screening check in the 
same week in June.

•The aim of the check is to check children’s 
phonological understanding. 



•The check is very similar to tasks the children already 
complete during phonics lessons. 

•Children will be asked to ‘sound out’ a word and blend 
the sounds together.eg d-o-g - dog

•The focus of the check is to see which sounds the 
children know and therefore the children will be asked 
to read made up ‘nonsense’  words.

THIS IS NOT A READING TEST

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=phonics+segmenting&start=83&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&addh=36&tbm=isch&tbnid=4hkhmDNNH3HuvM:&imgrefurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/2012/03/07/phonics-help/&docid=Lh1Yvg-kLUVVQM&imgurl=http://www.littlemummy.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/dog-phonics-flashcard.jpg&w=630&h=400&ei=aOh9T9W9H8v58QPSi7GmDg&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=625&vpy=221&dur=41&hovh=179&hovw=282&tx=180&ty=82&sig=117638893342511017181&page=5&tbnh=149&tbnw=253&ndsp=20&ved=1t:429,r:2,s:83,i:9
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=reading+clipart&hl=en&qscrl=1&nord=1&rlz=1T4SNYK_en-GBGB313GB313&biw=1280&bih=685&tbm=isch&tbnid=nwlEY6_5A5p2CM:&imgrefurl=http://www.chumpysclipart.com/illustration/1674/picture_of_a_grinning_worm_with_glasses_reading_a_book&docid=ra3hgKiWkQ10tM&imgurl=http://www.chumpysclipart.com/images/illustrations/xsmall2/1674_picture_of_a_grinning_worm_with_glasses_reading_a_book.jpg&w=345&h=350&ei=veh9T8HrLcSG8gP0z6CRDg&zoom=1&iact=rc&dur=272&sig=117638893342511017181&page=2&tbnh=145&tbnw=143&start=20&ndsp=25&ved=1t:429,r:5,s:20,i:176&tx=56&ty=57






•The children will complete the check one at 
a time in a quiet familiar area of the school. 

•A familiar member of staff will conduct all 
of the screening checks with the children 
and they will not know they are doing a 
‘test’.

•The screening will only take 

5-10mins with each child.



•Encourage your child to ‘sound out’ when they come across an 
unfamiliar word when reading or writing. Focusing particularly on 
spotting more unusual sound patterns.

Eg

Digraph- 2 letters making one sound

cow

Trigraphs- 3 letters making one sound

night

Split digraphs- 2 vowels with a consonant in 
between. Use to be known as the magic e!

spine - i_e



•Encourage your child to use their phonics 
knowledge to sound and blend words when reading. 

•Follow our 3 read approach 

•Listen to your child read at home at least 5 times a 
week at home. Little and often. 

•Encourage children to segment and sound out 
words to record letters when writing.



Year 2. 

The National Curriculum expectation for reading is high. 
Children are expected to read fluently and accurately 
(average 90 words per minute).

We are working on building stamina when reading so that 
the children are able to sustain reading for a longer period 
of time.

Children need to be able to answer questions about what 
they have read to achieve age related expectations.

Examples of texts are out.



Reading books
• We ask that you read the same book fully 3 times. Our school 

expectation is that your child reads at least 5 times a week.

• The first read (full read through the book) is to purely focus on 
the decoding of the words, not for anything else. On the inside 
cover, the focused sounds within the book will be printed along 
with any tricky/high frequency words. 

• The second full read through is to focus on fluency, and prosody 
the children will hopefully be reading quicker and more 
confidently, adding expression into their reading. 

• The third read of the cycle is for comprehension where you can 
ask questions to check understanding. There are questions in the 
back of our reading books to help with this. 

• Occasionally, if your child isn’t confident after the three reads 
we may repeat the cycle using the same reading book. The 
purpose of this is so that your child isn’t rushed through the 
reading scheme which could result in your child with a reading 
book that is too difficult for them.




